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REFORT OF THo CIVIL ~IZROMN UL ICS ZCARD
on the
Investigation of an sccident Involving sircraft
During a Locel Praclice Flight

alfred Saunders Pearsall was fatally injured in an accident vhich
occurred approximately & miles west of Brees Municipal airport, Leramie,
yoming, about 3:CC p.m, on Septembsr 20, 1943, TPearssll, & .ar Training
Service Navy trdainee, haa flo'm aovorcoximately 30 hours, of which 9 were
sole, The aircraft, a Luscorbe 8L, NC 41960, owned by Defense Plant
Cornoration aml being overated by Summit Airweys, Inc., was demolished,.

Pearsall took off from 3rees air-ort a2bout 2:20 vem, with 1nstructions
Lo practice a seraies of meneuvers which itncluded raght and left two-turn
spine from an altitude of 350C feet. At apmroxamately 32 00 p.m, an 1nsiruc-—
ter from the Brees airport, flying in tne same vicinity, cbscrvea Fearsall's
plane spinning a2t an altitude of about 2000 feet ard counted seven tarns be-
fore 1t struck the ground, After circlang the scene of the accigent ne re-
turned to the zirvort to rerort it, Another witness, draving along the hagh-
way, observed the pilot fall te the ground after he haz junped from the =ir-
craft at an altitude estimated to nave been 200 feet. He stated that ths
pilotts parachute was partially open, itrailang above him, and tn-t the air—
plane, with power appareatly off, was 1n a dive about 100 feet zbove ths
mlot., It struck the gound nose-first in a nearly vertical position.

Examination of the wreckzge revealed nc evidence o failure of iiny
part of the aircraft prier to impact. Examination of tne parschute 1n-
dicated that 1t had functicned normelly but 1t had not had sufficient time
to oven fully before the »ilot struck the ground, as 21l shroud linss hid
pot pulled from the retainers. fAnatries in the student's log und on the
progress sheet in the flight office revealed that the subject fiight was
the studentt!s farst scleo smin practice, although he had received some spin
instruction on three nrevicus flaghts, Investigation disclosec that the
stadent hac possibly not received sufiicient .nstruction in Spin recovary
and that his instructor had been teaching nim an unconventicnal recovery
technique. During the investigation the znstructor, Victer L. Follett,
and two of his other students were flight chacked by « CiA Inspector and
the spin recovery technigue of zll taree vas found to be faulty, The
Inszector then instructea !r. Follett 1n the prover metnod of spin recovery.

PROBABLE CAUSE- Pilot's failure to effect recovery from an intentional
spin,

CONTRIBUTING FLCTOR: Questionable instruction 1n spln I'eCovVEry,.
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